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DETAILED ACTION 

This final rejection is in reply to the remarks filed January 9, 2006, by which 
claims 1.-3 and 5 were amended, and claims 6-20 were added. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

Acknowledgment of the Information Disclosure Statement filed January 9, 2006 
is noted, and the references therein have been considered. 

Specification 

The replacement specification was received on January 9, 2006. The amended 
specification has been entered with this Office Action 

Drawings 

The drawings were received on January 9, 2006. These drawings are acceptable 
in part. In particular, the inclusion of the noted missing reference characters and 
correction of the noted illegible reference characters is accepted. New corrected 
drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in this application because 
Figures 2c and 2d contain broken and unclear lines not in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .84 
(I). Applicant is advised to employ the services of a competent patent draftsperson 
outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office no longer prepares new 
drawings. The corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
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abandonment of the application. The requirement for corrected drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the hook-and-loop 
fasteners of claims 2, 12, and 16 must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the 
claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures: Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



\ 
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Claim Objections 

Claims 1-3, 5, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, and 20 are objected to as claiming 
functionally recited subject matter. In particular, Applicant functionally sets forth the 
picture frame pieces through the recitation, "A display device for supporting a plurality of 
picture frame pieces..." (Claim 1 , Ln. 1). Applicant further functionally sets forth the 
picture frame molds through the recitations, "A display device for supporting picture 
frame molds..." (Claim 3, Ln. 1-2) and "A display device for supporting a plurality of 
picture frame molds..." (Claim 5, Ln. 1-2). The functional recitations above render the 
frame pieces and molds non-positive elements of the claimed invention. Applicant 
improperly proceeds to positively claim the non-positive elements as though they are 
part of the invention through the following recitations: 

• "...which supports the plurality of picture frame pieces." (Claim 1 , Ln. 5-6) 

• "...picture frame pieces are supported by hook and loop fasteners." 
(Claim 2, Ln. 1-2) 

• "...having at least a portion of the picture frame molds removably affixed 
thereto..." (Claim 5, Ln. 7-8) 

• "...picture frame pieces are removably attached..." (Claim 8, Ln. 1-2) 

• "...picture frame pieces are attached..." (Claim 10, Ln. 2) 

• "...mounted to the picture frame mold members and the rotating panel 
member." (Claim 12, Ln. 2) 

• "...picture frame molds are attached to the vertical panel." (Claim 14, Ln. 
2) 
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• "...mounted to the picture frame molds and the rotating panel member." 
(Claim 16, Ln. 2) 

• "...picture frame molds are attached to the vertical panel." (Claim 18, Ln. 
2) 

• "...mounted to the picture frame molds and the rotating panel member." 
(Claim 20, Ln. 2) 

Because the picture frame molds and pieces are originally functionally set forth 
as non-positive elements of the claimed invention, said pieces and molds must remain 
functionally recited throughout the claims. Further, it is noted that because the frame 
pieces and molds are not positive elements of the claimed invention, a reference need 
not be shown with frame pieces or molds, but rather only need be capable of supporting 
frame pieces or molds. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

Claims 1,3-11, 13-15, and 17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,915,914 to Farrand. 

In regard to claim 1 , Farrand shows a display and storage system 10 comprising 
a frame assembly 12 and 17 having internal housing sections 22, and rotating carousel 
racks 24 mounted to the frame member, said carousel rack being capable of supporting 
a plurality of picture frame pieces (see FIGS. 1 and 2). 

In regard to claim 3, Farrand shows said display system further comprising a 
frame housing 12 and 17 having a plurality of internal open sections 22; a plurality of 
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rotating carousel panel members 24 which rotate about a central axis extending from 
pivot support 14 (see FIG. 2) within said open sections 22 (see FIGS. 1 and 7). Farrand 
further discloses fasteners for affixing display pieces to said carousel racks in the form 
of retaining baskets 36 (see FIG. 10). 

In regard to claim 4, Farrand discloses the system according to claim 3, further 
comprising said plurality of rotating carousel members comprising a general "x-shape" 
extending from their centers, as shown in the top view of Figure 7. 

In regard to claim 5, Farrand discloses a system comprising the limitations set 
forth above, including: the frame housing and internal open sections, the rotating 
carousel 'members having a general "x-shape" rotating about a central axis within said 
internal sections, and the retainer fastening means. Farrand further discloses additional 
planar wall or door surfaces 34 proximate to the rotating panel members and adapted to 
retain additional display items, said surfaces capable of removably affixing picture frame 
molds thereto via retaining baskets 36 (see FIG. 1). 

In regard to claim 6, Farrand further shows four rotating members in tandem (see 
FIG. 1). 

In regard to claim 7, Farrand further shows said rotating members comprising 
columns having x-shaped cross-sections (see FIG. 7) 

In regard to claim 8, Farrand further shows display items removably attached to 
the frame member, wherein said frame member is capable of removably securing 
picture frame pieces. 
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In regard to claims 9, 13, and 17, Farrand shows the lower-left rotating member 
spaced equidistant from the upper-left rotating member and the lower-right rotating 
member (see FIG. 7). 

In regard to claims 10, 14, and 18, Farrand shows a vertical panel 34 dividing two 
of the rotating members, said panel capable of supporting picture frame pieces (see 
FIG. 7). 

In regard to claims 11,15, and 19, Farrand shows the upper central horizontal 
axes of each rotating member lying in the same plane (see FIG. 1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claims 11, 15, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over '914 to Farrand as applied to claims 1 , 3, and 5 above, and further in 
view of US Patent No. 518,390 to Bever. 

Farrand discloses a system comprising all of the limitations of claims .1, 3, and 5, 
as set forth above, but does not disclose the central vertical rotational axes of each 
rotating member as lying in the same plane. Bever discloses a storage rack having a 
plurality of rotating members in groups of three, wherein each of the three rotating 
members comprises a central vertical rotational axis lying in the same plane as the 
other two central vertical rotational axes of the group (see FIG. 1). The Farrand and 
Bever references are analogous art because they are from the same field of endeavor- 
rotating storage racks. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to dispose the rotating members as set forth by Farrand in the 
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orientation as set forth by Bever. The motivation would have been to tailor the rack as 
set forth by Farand to various environments by enabling multiple configurations. 

Claims 2, 12, 16, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over '914 to Farrand as applied to claims 1, 3, and 5 above, and further in 
view of US Patent No. 6,070,741 to Bachman et al. 

Farrand discloses a system comprising all of the limitations of claims 1 , 3, and 5, 
as set forth above, but does not disclose hook-and-loop fasteners for retaining the 
display items on said rotating racks. Bachman et al. discloses a display rack comprising 
display items 15 attachable to said rack via hook-and-loop fasteners. Bachman et al. 
recite, "The visual materials 15 are preferably attached by attachments that ; 
include... hook-and-loop fabric (e.g., VELCRO™) attachments..." (See Column 3, Ln. 
48-51). The Farrand and Bachman et al. references are analogous art because they are 
from the same field of endeavor— storage and display racks. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to replace the 
retaining baskets as disclosed by Farrand with the hook-and-loop fastening means as 
disclosed by Bachman et al. so as to allow the rack as set forth by Farrand to support 
and retain a display item, including a picture frame piece or mold. The motivation would 
have been to provide a less complicated means of attachment that uses less material 
and therefore costs less money to produce. It is further noted that the use of hook-and- 
loop fasteners to hold display items to a display rack is obvious and well known in the 
art of display racks. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed January 9, 2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

In particular, the Applicant has relied on the improper claiming of elements not 
part or the invention (i.e. the picture frame pieces and molds). As noted in the above 
Claim Objections, a reference need not be shown specifically with picture frame molds 
or pieces; rather, a reference need only be capable of supporting picture frame molds or 
pieces. There is no teaching in the reference to Farrand that disenables the system 
from supporting picture frame molds or pieces. 

With respect to the amendments to include claim limitations regarding the use of 
hook-and-loop fasteners to secure frame molds and pieces to the rotating frames, the 
Bachman et al. reference has been included to show the obviousness of using such 
attachment means in the art of supporting display materials. The references to Farrand 
and Bachman et al. are analogous art as set forth above, and there is a motivation and 
a reasonable expectation of success for combining the features of the references. The 
use of hook-and-loop fasteners is well known in the art of displaying items, and would 
be an improvement for displaying the items as set forth by Farrand. The inclusion of 
hook-and-loop fasteners on the racks as set forth by Farrand would be successful in 
that it would serve the same function as the retaining baskets, while requiring less 
material for construction. 

With respect to the amendments regarding the addition of fasteners into the 
claim limitations, it is noted that the retaining baskets are fasteners, wherein a fastener 
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is defined as a device for holding or anchoring. The retaining baskets set forth by 
Farrand hold and anchor items to the rack. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jared W. Newton whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2952. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on (571) 272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Rvi sory Patent examiner 



